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2012 Winter/Spring Readings and Events

Sunday, Feb 5, 4:30pm
HVWC Featured Class Reading:
Students from Susan Hodara’s Memoir Writing Workshop

Monday, Jan 30, 6-8pm

HVWC Winter/Spring Open House and Reception 
If you’re looking for a new set of editing eyes or if you just want to try something new, then 
block off your calendar for The Hudson Valley Writers’ Center Open House!
 

We’re bringing our teachers in for the evening to talk about all of the offerings that we’ll be 
hosting in the upcoming season.  You’ll have the 
opportunity to meet and chat with the teachers and 
other students, ask questions about new workshops, 
save some money, and break the routine! And here’s 
the best part: If you are not a member and you 
decide to sign up for one of the HVWC classes at 
this special event, we will waive the normal $25 class 
registration fee. And members, we haven’t forgotten 
about you either. If you come to the open house, and 
sign up for a class, you’ll recieve a complimentry copy of a Slapering Hol Press chapbook or 
one of the HVWC’s new Jerry Garcia-designed travel mugs.

Sunday, Feb 12, 4:30pm
HVWC Valentine Reading: Love, Loss, & Laughs!
Poems from Hot Sonnets & Stories from Have I Got a Guy For You 

We decided that with all the talent that’s brewing in our workshops, we need to continue 
featuring great classes and this time we are bringing students from the consistently sold out,  
Tuesday Morning Memoir Workshop with Susan Hodara. This memoir reading will include 
work from Connie Jones, Sheri Lisker, Gary Gladstone, Joanne Arledge, and Helen Goodman, 
all telling very different, well-written stories composed in class. Make sure that you check our 
website and newsletter as the date approaches for more details and a complete list of readers.

Hot Sonnets offers proof positive that rumors of the death of the 
sonnet have been greatly exaggerated. In fact, in the warm and capable 
hands of these practitioners, it’s clear that the sonnet is still as relevant 
(and sexy, serious, mordant, amusing, scintillating, sizzling) as a poem 
can be. Hot Sonnets, co-edited by Clarinda Harriss, who must in fair 
measure by now be numbered among the most talented poets work-
ing in English, and Moira Egan, who contributes an introduction as 
cheeky (and penetrating, and receptive) as you’re likely to discover in 
any anthology. (Includes work by HVWC’s own Jo Ann Clark.)
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Friday, Feb 24, 7:30pm
HVWC & Slapering Hol Press Reading featuring 
Gretl Clagget & Vijay Seshadri

HVWC Valentine Reading continued...
Have I Got a Guy for You lets us all share the bond that brings us 
together and helps us realize that we’re all victims of the “big bad fix-
up.” Like a support group to carry around in your bag, Have I Got a 
Guy introduces the contributors’ unique mothers, highlights the most 
interesting and amusing parts of their dates, and shows how they got 
suckered into going out with the mates their mothers found for them. 
These are funny, sad, real, and amusing stories that provide tangible, 
and sympathetic proof that we are not alone. read by the editor of the 
collection, Alix Strauss.

Gretl Claggett is a writer, speaker and 
activist with a mission to help others create 
more authentic lives. She holds an MFA in 
poetry from Sarah Lawrence College, an MFA 
in nonfiction from Goucher College, and an 
MFA in theater from Western illinois Uni-
versity. A Pushcart Prize nominee, her work 
has appeared in many journals and antholo-
gies. She’s a contributor to HeadButler.com, a 
regularly featured reader and speaker in new 

York City, and has been 
headlined at venues in 
London and Cambridge. 
Her debut poetry col-
lection is MONSOON 
SOLO: Voices Once 
Submerged, published 
by Wordtech editions 
(2012). She teaches an 
ongoing memoir class at 

the 92nd Street Y, and is currently working on 
a nonfiction book, INCENTIVES: A Memoir 
of Money, Sex and Power. 

Vijay Seshadri’s poems, essays, and 
reviews have appeared in many publications 
including The Nation, The New Yorker, The 
New York Times, The 
Paris Review, Shenan-
doah, Southwest Review, 
The Threepenny Review, 
Verse, and Western 
Humanities Review. A 
collection of his poetry, 
Wild Kingdom, was 
published in the spring 
of 1996 by Graywolf 
Press. He has been awarded The Paris Re-
view’s Bernard F. Conners Long Poem Prize, 
the MacDowell Colony’s Fellowship for Dis-
tinguished Poetic Achievement, a fellowship 
from the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial 
Foundation, and the James Laughlin Award 
for his second collection, The Long Meadow. 
He currently teaches poetry and is the 
director of the graduate non-fiction writing 
program at Sarah Lawrence College.
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Sunday, Mar 4, 4:30pm
HVWC Readers’ Series: Sergio Troncoso & Lloyd Rogler

Friday, Mar 9, 7:30pm
HVWC & Slapering Hol Press Reading featuring  
Patricia Spear-Jones & Brenda Connor-Bey
Brenda Connor-Bey is an award winning poet, writer, and arts-in-
education specialist. She is the Poet Laureate emeritus of Greenburgh, 
nY, creator of the Learning to See ™ Legacy Workshop Series. She was 
an inaugural affiliate at the new SUnY Purchase Writers’ Center, the 
founder of MenWem Writers Workshop, a co-founder of new renais-
sance Writers Guild, and a member of the Poetry Caravan. Brenda is the 
recipient of a CAPS award for poetry, a nYFA award for fiction, and is a MacDowell, YADDO 
and Cave Canem regional Fellow. Her work has appeared in numerous anthologies and jour-
nals, was performed by the Lincoln Center Performance ensemble: Black Women in Theatre 
and was included in the production of Her Talking Drum at the American Place Theatre in 
nYC. She is curator and co-editor of One Word/Many Voices, a bi-lingual poetry reading at 
ArtsWestchester and the accompnying anthology, and the co-curator for the Port Chester Fest. 
Her first book, Thoughts of an Everyday Woman/An Unfinished Urban Folktale, is a collection of 
prose and poetry. 

Sergio Troncoso is 
the author of The Nature 
of Truth and of the 
award-winning collec-
tion, The Last Tortilla and 
Other Stories. His two 
new books, From This 
Wicked Patch of Dust and 
Crossing Borders: Person-

al Essays were published in Fall 2011. He was 
the recipient of a Fulbright scholarship and 
he has been inducted to the Hispanic Schol-
arship Fund’s Alumni Hall of Fame. troncoso 
is a member of Pen and former Hudson Val-
ley Writers’ Center board member. 

Lloyd Rogler - From the slums of San 
Juan, Puerto rico, to inner-city neighbor-
hoods ofnew Haven, Connecticut, prize-win-
ning researcher Lloyd H. rogler immersed 
himself in the daily lives of desperate and 
impoverished people. in Barrio Professors, 

rogler ultimately shares  the most critical les-
sons he has learned through these experienc-
es. rogler narrates their lives and lessons in 
intimately revealing, brilliantly crafted prose, 
depicting all of the wretchedness and passion 
of their lives, their hatreds and loves, their 
failures and minor victories, their sardonic 
humor and humanistic concerns. in pro-
vocative dialogue they challenge ideas about 
science and spiritual-
ism, mental illness and 
health, and Hispanic 
ethnicityand politics. 
rogler’s unparalleled 
talents of scientific in-
sight and literary craft 
make Barrio Professors 
both an engrossing 
read and an invaluable 
contribution to sociology, psychology, psychi-
atry, anthropology, and public health.
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Patricia Spears Jones is an award-winning African American poet 
and playwright and author of Painkiller (2010), Femme du Monde (2006), 
The Weather That Kills (1994), Swimming to America and two other chap-
books. She is editor of Think: Poems For Aretha Franklin’s Inauguration Hat 
(2009) and Ordinary Women: An Anthology of Poetry by New York City 
Women (1978). Her poems are anthologized in Starting Today: 100 Poems 
for Obama’s First 100 Days; Black Nature: Four Centuries of African Ameri-
can Nature Poetry; broken land: Poems of Brooklyn, bumrush: the page and 
Best American Poetry, 2000.  Her work is featured in African Voices, The 

Agni Review, Bomb, Barrow Street, African Voices, Callaloo, www.kwelijournal.org, The Oxford 
American, and TriQuarterly.  Critical pieces, interviews and commentary are at www.cultu-
reiD.com, Essence, The Village Voice, www.tribes.org, and Bomb, where is a contributing editor. 
Mabou Mines commissioned and produced Mother and Song for New York: What Women Do 
When Men Sit Knitting. She lives and writes in Brooklyn.  

Saturday, Mar 24, 6pm
SHP Poets in NYC at the Cornelia Street Cafe  
featuring Mary Armstrong, Margo Stever, Susana H. Case,  
Barbara Fischer, Merv Taylor, &  Meredith Trede 
in May 1977 three artists stumbled across a tiny storefront in the heart of Greenwich Village and 
thought it the perfect place to open a café. For two months they scraped and sanded, plumbed 
and plastered, and on the weekend of July 4, 1977, they opened the 
Cornelia Street Café. 

Over the last thirty years it has quintupled in size, it has won numerous 
awards both for its food and for its performances, but it has remained, 
at heart, an artists’ café. Cornelia Street now offers some 700 shows a 
year, ranging from science to songwriting, from russian poetry to Latin 
jazz, from theatre to cabaret. Come see six readers from the HVWC and 
SHP community read and join the prestegious line-up of artists who’ve 
performed in this historic nYC space.
 

Mary Armstrong winner of the 2011 SHP Chapbook Competition, reading from her 
prizewinning collection, Burn Pit. 
Susana H. Case, SHP author and professor at the new York institute of technology, reading 
from her latest chapbook, The Guide of Practical Sexual Advice. 
Barbara Fischer SHP Advisory Committee Member and winner of the 2011 t.S. elliot 
Prize for Poetry for her novel-in-verse, Mutiny Gallery.
Merv Taylor professor at The new School reading from his latest collection, No Back Door. 
Margo Stever editor of Slapering Hol Press, reading from her new chapbook The Hudson Line. 
Meredith Trede editor of toadlilly Press reading from her recent book Field Theory.

Friday, March 9th reading continued...
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Saturday, March 31
Westchester Poetry Festival @ Th e Masters School:
Hear Poetry. Learn Poetry. Write Poetry.

The 2nd Annual Westchester Poetry Festival will be pre-
sented by Th e Hudson Valley Writers’ Center and the Masters School 
and will be held at the Masters School this Spring. Th e inaugural event 
in 2011 was extremely successful and we are proud to be partnering 
with the Masters School again to bring you this one-of-a-kind event. 
With poetry readings, workshops and lectures, this free event is sure to 
inspire and please everyone. 

Sunday, Mar 25, 4:30pm
HVWC Readers Series: Th e 2011 SHP Chapbook Competition Winner
Mary Armstrong & her mentor, Jacqueline Tchakalian

Mary Armstrong 
is a native of Los An-
geles, where she serves 
as the Financial Offi  cer 
of the Los Angeles 
Poetry Festival.  She 
previously served as 
co-director of the 
Valley Contemporary 
Poets Series.  Her poems have appeared in 
more than fi ft y literary journals, including 
Th e Missouri Review, Nimrod, Th e Burnside 
Review, and the anthologies Grand Pas-
sion:  Th e Poets of Los Angeles and Beyond 
and Open Windows.  She has been a fi nalist 
in numerous poetry contests, including the 
Strokestown (ireland) international Award.  
She is president of an independent oil and gas 
production company and lives in West Hills, 
California.

Jacqueline Tchakalian is a visual artist 
as well as a poet.  She has past experience as 
co-director of the Valley Contemporary Poets 
Series and the Los Angeles Poetry Festival.  
Her poems have appeared in Eclipse, So to 
Speak, California Quarterly, West/Word 4, 
Sheila-Na-Gig, Hurricane Alice, and the on-
line publications Speechless and Poets Against 

War.  She was a fi nalist in 
the 2007 Confl ux Press 
Artist’s Book Contest 
and the 2011 tennessee 
Williams  Festival Poetry 
Contest.  recently she 
had a poem published in 
the Fall 2011 edition of 
Eclipse.
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Friday, Apr 13, 7:30pm
HVWC & Slapering Hol Press Reading featuring 
Brad Richard, Jim Tilley, & Steve Griffiths

Brad Richard’s 
poetry collection Motion 
Studies won the 2010 
Washington Prize from 
The Word Works, and 
was published in 2011. 
He is also the author of 
the collection Habitations  
and the limited edition 
chapbook The Men in the 

Dark. He is a recipient of fellowships from the 
Surdna Foundation, the Louisiana Division 
of the Arts, and the national endowment 
for the Humanities, and poetry winner in 
the Poets & Writers’ 2002 Writers exchange 
competition. He is chair of creative writing at 
Lusher Charter High school in new Orleans. 
 
Jim Tilley’s poems have been published 
in various literary journals and magazines 
including Southwest Review, Southern Review, 
Alaska Quarterly Review, Sycamore Review, 
Tar River Poetry, Southern Poetry Review, 
Atlanta Review, 
Florida Review, New 
Orleans Review, New 
Delta Review, Poetry 
East, Hotel Amerika, 
and Hawai’i Pacific 
Review. He has won 
the Sycamore re-
view’s Wabash Prize 
for Poetry, the new england Poetry Club’s 

Firman Houghton Award, Atlanta review’s 
international Publication Award, and the edi-
tors’ Choice Award from rhino. Four of his 
poems have been nominated for a Pushcart 
Prize. His work also appears in the college 
textbook anthology Literature to Go, edited 
by Michael Meyer. 
 
Steve Griffiths has published five collec-
tions of poems since 1980, with Seren, Cin-
namon and rex Collings.  Seren published his 
Selected Poems in 1993.   His next collection, 
An Elusive State - Entering al-Chwm appeared 
in 2008 from Cinnamon, as did a pamphlet, 
Landing, from rack Press.  Cinnamon 
published 
Surfacing, his 
new collection, 
in September 
2011.   A further 
collection, 31 
Late Love Poems 
and a Hole in 
the Head, has recently been completed.    His 
work has been broadcast at intervals on BBC 
radio 3 since 1976, and he has read in Wales, 
england, USA, Spain and France.

61855_HVW_Cat.indd   7 12/1/11   2:44 PM



Winter/SPrinG  8

Josh and Jessica Applestone are 
the rock stars of butchering, working in 
partnership with local, sustainable farms 
and guaranteeing that rigorous standards 
are always carefully maintained. Their new 
book (co-authored by Alexandra Zissu), 
The Butcher’s Guide to Well-Raised Meat, is 
actually two stories in one:  the story of a 
vegan-turned butcher, and a practical how-
to guide for home cooks.  it is a unique book 
– a guide, memoir, manifesto, and reference 
all in one. 

Their stores, 
F l e i s h e r ’ s 
Grass-Fed & 
Organic Meats, 
are reminiscent 
of specialty 
butcher shops 
of old.  Their 
approach is 
i n h e r e n t l y 
a political, 
environmental, 

philosophical, and ethical choice about 
health and eating. 

environmental journalist Dan Shapley 
had this to say of the Fleisher’s experience: 
“Walking into Fleisher’s is a bit like walking 
into Cheers, if Sam Malone was serving 
homemade spicy free-range chicken wings 
and handing paper-wrapped organic pork 
loins to customers across the counter.”

John C. Hartsock 
has worked as a a staff 
reporter for United 
Press international and 
various newspapers, 
including the 
Rochester Democrat-
Chronicle, and his 
freelance work has 
appeared in Audubon 
and the San Francisco 
Examiner. He resides in Homer new York, 
in the Finger Lakes region, and he teaches 
communication studies at SUnY Cortland.

Seasons of a Finger Lakes Winery is a 
window onto the world of contemporary 
craft winemaking, from the harsh realities 
of business plans, vineyard pests, and brutal 
weather to the excitement of producing the 
first vintage, greeting enthusiastic visitors 
on a vineyard tour, and winning a gold 
medal from the American Wine Society 
for a Cabernet Franc. Above all, Seasons 
of a Finger Lakes Winery describes the 
connection forged among the vintner, the 
vine, and terroir. This ancient bond, when 
tended across the cycle of seasons, results 
in excellent wines and the satisfaction, on 
the part of the winemaker and the wine 
enthusiast, of tasting a perfect harvest in a 
single glass.

  

Sunday, Apr 29, 4:30pm

HVWC Presents:  
Eat, Drink & Be Literary! 
A Reading with Jessica & Josh Applestone &  John Hartsock 

*This is a Hudson Valley Writers’ Center benefit event – Admission is $15 per person and all pro-
ceeds are tax-deductible and will directly benefit the HVWC.
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Sunday, May 6, 4:30 pm
HVWC Tribute to Linda Ashear

Friday, May 11, 7:30pm
HVWC & Slapering Hol Press Reading: 
Writing Birth: Rachel Zucker, Kristin Kovacic, & Laura Jan Shore
Kick off Mother’s Day weekend and celebrate the spring’s vitality with three gifted writers on 
birth and mothering.  rachel Zucker, acclaimed poet and co-author of Home/Birth: A Poemic, 
joins Kristin Kovacic, editor of Birth: A Literary Companion, and Australian poet Laura Jan 
Shore for an evening of poems and stories at the intersection of the personal and the political.

Rachel Zucker is 
the author of seven 
books, most recently, 
Home/Birth: a po-
emic (co-written with 
Arielle Greenberg) and 
Museum of Accidents. 
Currently she teaches 
at new York University 
and is studying to become a childbirth educa-
tor.

Kristin Kovacic is the editor of Birth: A 
Literary Companion (Uni-
versity of iowa Press). Her 
poetry, fiction, and essays 
have appeared in many 
periodicals, and has been 
recognized by the Academy 
of American Poets. She is 
the recipient of a fellowship 

in poetry from the Pennsylvania Council on 
the Arts. She teaches in the M.F.A. writing 
program at Chatham College and in the liter-
ary arts department of the Pittsburgh High 
School for the Creative and Performing Arts. 
She lives in Pittsburgh, where she was born.

Laura Jan Shore’s  young adult novel, 
The Sacred Moon Tree, Bradbury Press, nY, 
1986, was nominated for the Washington 
irving Children’s 
Book Award.  Her 
poetry has appeared 
in literary magazines 
and anthologies in 
the US, new Zealand, 
italy and Australia. 
Her latest collection, Water over Stone, won 
iP PiCKS BeSt POetrY 2011 and was pub-
lished by interactive Press, Brisbane.

Linda Ashear was a passionate poet and participant in the writing 
life in Westchester County. She was a member of ArtsWestchester as 
well as The Hudson Valley Writers’ Center. She was an avid reader and 
poet, publishing two collections, Toward the Light and The Rowers, the 
Swimmers, and the Drowned, as well as being featured in numerous 
literary journals and magazines.

Linda frequently wrote about family and how family relationships 
enhanced and at times unsettled her life. She was a down-to- earth 
poet who often used humor in both her teaching and writing. A generous and warm person, 
she constantly inspired others, was a patron of The Hudson Valley Writers’ Center, and often 
contributed funds for the development of writing programs and individual writers. Her work 
was accessible and feisty. She, in a sense, lived her poems...the warmth and courage of them.

Renowned cellist Robert Kogan will perform at this special reading celebrating the life and work of 
Linda Ashear. This is a free event and is open to the general public.
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Sunday, June 3, 4:30 pm
Setting the Stage: The HVWC New Play Reading Series

Sunday, June 10, 4:30pm
2nd Annual HVWC LGBT Reading featuring
Collective Brightness: LGBTIQ Poets on Faith, Religion and Spirituality  
and The Wilde Boys Poetry with Alex Dimitrov & Paul Legault

Collective Brightness 
 

The first anthology of its kind, with poets representing several 
countries (the United States, Singapore, Korea, Australia, the United 
Kingdom, india, Malaysia, Japan and elsewhere), COLLECTIVE 
BRIGHTNESS gathers over 100 established and emerging contempo-
rary LGBtiQ poets writing from and about various faiths, religions 
and spiritual traditions. Says rigoberto González of national Book 
Critics Circle, “COLLECTIVE BRIGHTNESS sheds a shining light on 
a journey that no longer takes place in the dark. The glory of holding 
Kevin Simmonds’ anthology in one’s hands is that it burns as the 
sacred text of our queer times: heavy with burden, luminous with 
hope.” 

Wilde Boys Poetry 
 

Alex Dimitrov’s first book of poems, Begging for It, is forth-
coming from Four Way Books in early 2013. He is the recipient 
of the Stanley Kunitz Prize for younger poets from The American 
Poetry review and the founder of Wilde Boys, a queer poetry 
salon in new York City. His poems have appeared in The Kenyon 
Review, Yale Review, Slate, Tin House, and Boston Review.

Paul Legault is the co-founder of telephone Books and the au-
thor of three books of poetry: The Madeleine Poems (Omnidawn, 
2010), The Other Poems (Fence, 2011), and an english-to-english 
translation of the complete works of emily Dickinson (McSwee-
ney’s, forthcoming).

This play is still tBA and submissions are being accepted December 1 - February 1.

This will be the first production in the 2012 HVWC new play reading series, Setting the Stage. 
This series was developed to help bring new plays to fruition and to expose these works to 
potential produces. The program curators are Howard Meyer and Jane Dubin. This performance 
will be signed by American Sign Language interpreters. 
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~ Monday, Jan 30, 6-8pm
   HVWC Winter/Spring Open House  

~ Sunday, Feb 5, 4:30pm
   Students from Susan Hodara’s Memoir Writing Workshop
~ Sunday, Feb 12, 4:30pm
   Valentine Reading: Love, Loss, & Laughs!
   Poems from Hot Sonnets & Stories from Have I Got a Guy For You 
 

~ Friday, Feb 24, 7:30pm
   HVWC & SHP Reading featuring Gretl Clagget & Vijay Seshadri 
~ Sunday, Mar 4, 4:30pm
   HVWC Readers’ Series Presents: Sergio Troncoso & Lloyd Rogler 
 

~ Friday, Mar 9, 7:30pm
   HVWC & SHP Reading featuring Brenda Connor-Bey & Patricia Spear-Jones
 

~ Saturday, Mar 24, 6pm
   SHP Poets at the Cornelia Street Cafe in NYC  
 

~ Sunday, Mar 25, 4:30pm
   HVWC Readers’ Series Presents: Mary Armstrong & Jacqueline Tchakalian 
 

~ Saturday, Mar 31
   The 2nd Annual Westchester Poetry Festival @ The Masters School 
 

~ Friday, Apr 13, 7:30pm
   HVWC & SHP Reading featuring Brad Richard, Jim Tilley, & Steve Griffiths 
~ Sunday, Apr 29, 4:30pm
   HVWC Readers’ Series Presents: Eat, Drink, & Be Literary! 
   A Reading with Jessica & Josh Applestone &  John Hartsock 
 

~ Sunday, May 6, 4:30 pm
   HVWC Tribute to Linda Ashear 
~ Friday, May 11, 7:30pm
   HVWC & SHP Reading featuring
   Rachel Zucker, Kristin Kovacic, & Laura Jan Shore
 

~ Sunday, June 3, 7:30pm
   Setting the Stage: The HVWC New Play Reading Series - Play TBA
 

~ Sunday, June 10, 7:30pm
   2nd Annual HVWC LGBT Reading 

Hudson Valley Writers’ Center
 

Winter/Spring 2012  
Events and Readings
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Third Friday Open Mic Nights
8pm (sign up to read when the doors open at 7:30pm) 
Admission: $3

The Winter/Spring Open Mic Dates are:

 Jan 20, Feb 17, Mar 16, Apr 20, May 18
 

The third Friday of every month is “Open Mike night” at the 
Writers’ Center. rotating hosts welcome a strong community 
of writers (and musicians) of every genre and experience level. 
Come join this fun, welcoming group, bounce some new ideas 
off of fresh ears, and talk to other writers. Five-minute limit per 
reader. non-reading audience members are always welcome 
and appreciated! 

The delicious, gourmet coffee 
for all of our 3rd Friday Open 

Mic nights is provided by 
Coffee Labs roasters on Main 

Street in tarrytown. So stop in, 
have a cup of joe, and tell them 

that the HVWC sent you!

Wine for all readings is graciously provided by our friends at 

The Hudson Valley Writers’ Center
The Shirley Altman Scholarship Fund* 
 
The Shirley Altman Scholarship Fund allows the HVWC to offer financial aid to HVWC stu-
dents of all ages and backgrounds.   
 

to apply, candidates should submit:
	 •	a	brief	letter	of	interest.		This	letter	should	include	background	information;	the	
	 HVWC	class/workshop	to	be	taken;	personal	description	of	the	impact	this	
 scholarship would have on the candidate. 

	 •		A	recent	writing	sample	(if applicable)
	 •		Contact	information	including	an	e-mail	address
	 •		Please	Indicate:									WriteStart (scholarships for kids)  
           WriteOn (scholarships for adults)
             WriteMind (scholarships for professional development)
 

All requests will be reviewed by the HVWC scholarship committee and distribution will be on 
a first come, first served basis.  The purpose of this fund is to offer financial assistance to those 
students who wish to take classes at the Writers’ Center or an HVWC program at an off-site 
location.  Students may receive funding for one workshop per year, and may reapply the fol-
lowing year.  Letters should be addressed to the HVWC Scholarship review Committee, 300 
riverside Drive, Sleepy Hollow, nY, 10591.

*Shirley Altman, writer, poet, and artist, was, until her death, a student of the HVWC and the Jo 
Ann Clark Poetry Workshop.  Donations to the Shirley Altman Scholarship Fund can be made by 
writing or calling the Writers’ Center.
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2012 Winter/Spring WorkshopsAll classes take place at HVWC 
Philpse Manor rr Station 

unless otherwise noted.

7 MONDAYS, 7-9pm 
Spring Poetry Workshop with B. K. Fischer
Fee: $295 (Fischer returnees $285)  
 

Session 1: Feb 6, 27, Mar 12, 26, Apr 16, 30, May 14   Code: BFw12a 
 

Session 2: Feb 13, Mar 5, 19 Apr 2, 23, May 7, 21   Code: BFw12b 

Finish that chapbook by solstice day!   in seven sessions spaced two weeks apart, this workshop 
will support the process of developing and completing ongoing work—from fresh inspiration to 
the envelope.  We will explore a variety of poetic possibilities and techniques, work on revision 
strategies, and follow the leads of some touchstones for reading.  “Poetry toolboxes” will address 
various topics:  phrasing and the line, metaphor and metonymy, point of view, form and music, 
ekphrasis (poems about art), narrative and story, collage and image, among others.  Participants 
should be comfortable drafting poems and expect to complete a suite of five or more new poems 
in the course of the session.  The workshop will also include coaching for the submission process, 
offering practical tips, resources, and camaraderie.

6 MONDAYS, 10am-12:00pm 
Feb 27-Apr 2 

Journalism: Step-by-Step 
with Susan Hodara
Fee: $240 (Hodara returnees $230)  Code: SHw12b

How does a journalist take the seed of an idea and transform 
it into a published article? in this class, you’ll find out, as 
we make our way through each aspect of the journalist’s 
process. You‘ll discover what topics you’re passionate about, 
and learn how to translate those concerns into a riveting 
article no editor would refuse.

Step 1: Finding what area of journalism intrigues you and selecting a topic
Step 2: Pitching your story
Step 3: researching and interviewing
Step 4: Writing your story
Step 5: revising, proofing, and completing your piece
Step 6: invoicing, self-promotion, and onto the next assignment
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5 TUESDAYS, 7-9, Feb 7-Mar 6 

Your Own Blog: Building & Writing for the Web
with Ilana Arazie
Fee: $200    Code: IAw12a 

Have a blog or would like to start one? Whether you are a writer, business owner or hobbyists, 
blogs are one of the best ways to showcase your talents and create an online following. This class 
will show you how to start your own blog, create a brand and build a connecting with readers. 
We will go over all blogging basics including: platforms, design, SeO and social media. Also, 
learn what makes a blog successful and what mistakes to avoid. Most importantly, work on your 
blog posts each week, find motivation to create your best work and get feedback each week on 
your writing.
By the end of the class, you will have a mission statement, outline for your blog’s home page, 5-6 
completed blog posts ready for the Web, and the enthusiasm and support needed to keep blog-
ging. Please bring laptops to class each week.

10 TUESDAYS, 10am-1:00pm, Feb 7-Apr 24 (No Class Mar 20, Apr 10) 

Memoir Writing Workshop with Susan Hodara
Fee: $420 (Hodara returnees $410)   Code: SHw12a

Are you inspired to record the transforming events of your life? Are you drawn to explore the 
circumstances surrounding your most vivid memories? For those with a work-in-progress or 
those starting fresh, this class will offer a supportive environment wherein each week you will 
read aloud and receive constructive feedback. Writers at all levels of accomplishment, and with 
projects both full-length and short-form, are welcome.

Writing About Food  
with Carol Durst-Wertheim
 

Session 1: 3 Fridays, 12:30-3:30pm, Feb 17, Mar 2, 16 
Fee: $180 Code: CDw12a 

Session 2: 4 Tuesdays, 7-9pm, Apr 10-May 1  
Fee: $160 Code: CDw12b 

Food writing is a rapidly expanding genre. The social, cultural, and 
familial associations of feeding people can stimulate strong per-
sonal writing. it relies on sensory experience, evokes memories and emotions, and sheds light 
on primary human relationships. We will explore this extraordinary power of food through 
a combination of in-class prompts and at-home writing exercises. to begin this process, ev-
eryone will bring a favorite recipe, as well as a piece they’re currently working on, to the first 
class. Through active writing and participation, sharing our perceptions of food experiences, 
and doing a bit of tasting, we will build our writing skills and cook up some powerful prose.
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6 WEDNESDAYS; 1:30-3:30;  Feb 15-Mar 21 

Writing for Children and Young Adults with Nora Baskin
Fee: $240 (Baskin returnees $230)  Code: NBw12a
 

This six week class will take you through the basics of writing for young audiences, from creating 
believable characters,  finding your authentic voice, structuring both picture books and novels, 
and understanding the business of publishing.   There will be in-class writing, take home exer-
cises, and thoughtful positive group critiquing. There is no better way to learn to write, than to 
take risks, write, share your work, and get feedback.  The young adult market has never been 
more creative, exciting, and open to fresh new voices and ideas - break into the scene now!

Words with Wings: Creative Writing for 5th-7th graders  
with Kate Gallagher
Session 1: 6 Wednesdays, 4-5:30pm, Feb 1-Mar 14 (No Class: Feb 22) 
Fee: $205 (Gallagher returnees $190)  Code: KGw12a 

Session 2: 9 Wednesdays, 4-5:30pm, Mar 28-May 30 (No Class: April 11)
Fee: $305 (Gallagher returnees $290)  Code: KGw12b

We’re pleased to offer a workshop for middle-grade students as a bridge between our children’s 
and young adult classes.  Students will further their exploration of poetry through form, voice, 
metaphor;	and	will	experiment	with	narrative	 through	shape	and	point	of	view	in	character-
driven stories.  We will also look at how to critique constructively, and to rethink and develop 
our work through revision.  The only prerequisite for this course is that you love to write!

 Only Narrative with Peter Bricklebank
 

Session 1: 8 Mondays, 1:30-3:30pm, Feb 6 - Apr 2 (No Class: 
Feb 20)
Fee: $320 (Bricklebank returnees $305)   Code: PBw12a 
 

Session 2: 6 Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30pm, Apr 25 - May 30
Fee: $240 (Bricklebank returnees $225)  Code: PBw12b

e.L. Doctorow has written, “i am led to the proposition that there 
is no fiction or nonfiction as we commonly understand the dis-
tinction;	there	is	only	narrative.”	As	writers,	what	matters	is	how	
we tell our stories: how we find a structure to engage our readers, a voice in which to tell our 
tales, a language that can handle our idea. in this workshop for writers of both fiction and 
non-fiction, we’ll examine what drives our narratives and what will make them better. Using 
elements associated with fiction but equally respected by any nonfiction writer, we’ll investi-
gate the question, “Where is the border between fiction and nonfiction?” And when we find 
that border, we’ll cross it. 
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